Final EIA Report, Langbos Citrus

Appendix C: Correspondence to I&APs

APPENDIX C: CORRESPONDENCE TO I&APs
CORRESPONDENCE TO I&APS PRIOR TO DRAFT EIA REPORT
Letter 3: Notice of Final Scoping Report
PO Box 27688 Greenacres 6057
120 Diaz Road Adcockvale, PE 6001
Phone 041 374 8426 Fax 041 373 2002
Email sandy@publicprocess.co.za
Ck 97/32984/23 VAT 44601 68273
16 September 2015
«Title» «First_Name» «Surname»
«Organisation»
«Position»
«Address1»
«Address2»
«City»
«Code»
Dear «Title» «Surname»
RE:
Notice of Comment Period, Final Scoping Report for the Scoping and Environmental
Impact Assessment for the Agricultural Development of a portion of Portion 343 and Portion
276 of farm Commando Kraal No 113 and Remainder of the Farm Vellore Outspan No 153,
Sundays River Valley Municipality (DEDEAT Ref No: EC06/C/LN2/M/51-2014).
As a registered interested and affected party on the database for the above project you are hereby
notified of the submission of the Final Scoping Report to the Department of Economic
Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT) for their decision making. In addition,
this serves as notification of an additional 21 day comment period on the Final Scoping Report,
which extends from the 17 September to the 12 October 2015 (taking public holidays into
account in the reckoning of the time frames). All comments on the Final Scoping Report should be
submitted directly to DEDEAT, address details below, with a copy sent to the Environmental
Assessment Practitioner, address details above. The following reference number should be
quoted on all documentation - EC06/C/LN2/M/51-2014.
Attention: Nicole Gerber
Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism
Private Bag X5001
Greenacres
6057
Tel: 508 5800
Fax: 041 508 5865
Email: Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za
Availability of Information
Public Process Consultants
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Please find included with this correspondence an executive summary of the Final Scoping Report.
Full copies of the Final Scoping Report can be downloaded from the website
www.publicprocess.co.za The issues already raised by I&APs are summarised in Chapter Four of
the Final Scoping Report and copies thereof are included in Appendix F to the report.
Next Step in the Process
As a registered I&AP on the project database you will be notified in writing of the outcome of the
decision making process on the Final Scoping Report, via Letter 4 which will entail the release of
the Draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report for I&AP comment.
Should you have any comments or queries regarding the above please do not hesitate to contact
Sandy Wren or Marisa Jacoby at the contact details above. We look forward to your participation
in this stage of the process.
Yours sincerely

SANDY WREN
EIA PROJECT LEADER

Public Process Consultants
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Final Scoping Report Executive Summary
Project Background and Project Overview
The BF Joubert Familie Trust (the applicant) is proposing the clearing of approximately 300 ha for
the establishment of citrus cultivation and associated activities. The properties forming part of this
assessment, collectively referred to as Langbos, are located in the Sundays River Municipal area
and measure approximately 586.13 hectares in extent. The properties forming part of this
assessment are; Portion 343 Commando Kraal No 113 (71.29 ha); Portion 276 of farm Commando
Kraal No 113 (350.37 ha); and Remainder of the Farm Vellore Outspan No 153 (164.47 ha)
Subject to the outcome of specialist assessments, it is proposed 300 ha is cleared on the above
mentioned properties for the establishment of citrus orchards and associated infrastructure,
balancing dam, internal roads, irrigation infrastructure, windbreaks and lay down areas. The
properties forming part of this assessment are located west of the Addo/Paterson Road
(R335/R342), approximately 6km north of the town of Addo in the Sundays River Valley
Municipality and are zoned for agriculture.
An application for environmental authorisation has been submitted to the Provincial Department of
Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT), dated 4 September 2014
and project reference number EC06/C/LN2/M/51-2014 has been assigned to this application. The
applicant has appointed Public Process Consultants as the independent Environmental
Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake the Scoping and Environmental Assessment for the
project.
The expansion of the agricultural infrastructure of the farm will include the following project
activities:
Construction










clearing of indigenous vegetation
landscaping and levelling the site for citrus orchards
establishment of un/paved internal roads
construction of a balancing dam
installation of water reticulation and irrigation infrastructure
planting of citrus orchards and establishment of windbreaks
construction of lay down areas
access road upgrading/ construction
construction of logistical services facilities

Operation
 Once suitably prepared it is anticipated that the orchards will be utilised for the cultivation of
various citrus varieties
 Water for the development will be supplied from the Sundays River Water Users Association
canals, which will be reticulated via the water storage dam
 Equipment required for the new operations will be stored in the storage sheds to be constructed
 It is anticipated that a number of additional seasonal and permanent employment opportunities
will be created by the project
 Citrus will be transported off the site by tractor trailer and/ or a transport company for
processing by a contracted local Packhouse

Public Process Consultants
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Site Overview
Two of the properties forming part of this assessment, namely, Portion 276 of Farm Commando
Kraal No 113 and the Remainder of the Farm Vellore Outspan No. 153 include infrastructure
associated with historical farming practices (feeding troughs, dams, concrete water storage
reservoir). These properties are fenced in and are currently stocked with a variety of game.
Approximately 30 ha of Portion 343 Commando Kraal No. 113 are currently under cultivation
(lucerne). The Zuurberg road bisects a northern portion of the Remainder of the Farm Vellore
Outspan No 153. A portion of this property, north of the Zuurberg Road, is currently fenced in and
stocked with game. This fenced in portion is immediately adjacent to the boundary of the Addo
Elephant National Park (River Bend Concession area). The southern section of Portion 276 of
farm Commando Kraal No 113 and a central section of the Remainder of the Farm Vellore
Outspan No 153 include transformed areas associated with historical agricultural activities. These
properties include various cut lines, vehicle tracks, animal paths and dams along drainage lines).
An Eskom servitude traverses these properties from south to north. A drainage line traverses a
lower portion of Portion 276 of farm Commando Kraal No 113 and the fenced in section of the
Remainder of the Farm Vellore Outspan No 153 north of the Zuurberg Road. Google earth
imagery as well as a preliminary site visit has revealed various dams and wetland features. The
remainder of these properties is characterised largely by intact indigenous vegetation (Sundays
Spekboom Thicket). The Addo/ Paterson Road abuts the eastern boundary of these properties.
Legal Framework
In terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) as amended
(“NEMAA”) and the NEMA EIA regulations, 2010, GN R 543, 544, 545 and 546 published in
Government Gazette 33306 on the 2 August 2010 (as amended), the project requires Scoping and
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) because it includes, amongst others, the following listed
activity in GN R 545:
16. The physical alteration of virgin soil to agriculture, or afforestation for the purposes of
commercial tree, timber or wood production of 100 hectares or more.
Other listed activities triggered by the project are contained in Chapter Four of the Final Scoping
Report. As per the Transitional Arrangements of the 2014 EIA Regulations, Chapter Four of the
Final Scoping Report lists activities in the 2010 regulations similarly listed in the 2014 regulations,
as well as any newly listed activities in terms of the 2014 EIA Regulations triggered by the project,
which require assessment.
The decision making authority is the Provincial Department of Economic Development,
Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Cacadu Region. The environmental assessment needs to
show the responsible authority (DEDEAT), and the project proponent, BF Joubert Familie Trust,
what the consequences of their choices will be in biophysical, social and economic terms.
Identification of Issues
Issues and concerns identified for inclusion in the Scoping Report that require specialist
assessment in the environmental assessment phase of the EIA have been identified using the
following methods:



Specialist Site Visit
Desktop review of regional planning documentation and frameworks

Public Process Consultants
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Scoping of issues and concerns with I&APs through correspondence received (emails,
comment forms) in response to the project announcement
Scoping of issues with authorities (affected organs of state)

Based on issues identified thus far in the process, the table below indicates the specialist studies /
input required for the EIA Phase of the Assessment Process:
Specialist Study
Biophysical / Ecological Assessment

Aquatic Specialist Assessment

Phase 1 Archaeological Assessment

Palaeontological
Traffic Impact Assessment

Soil suitability Assessment

Broad Scope of Assessment
To include an assessment of the potential
impacts on vegetation and fauna (desk top)
as well as the delineation of sensitive no-go
areas, and determination of buffer zones
Identification and delineation of
watercourses and wetlands, as well as
recommendations for management and nogo areas.
To determine Archaeological features on
site
To determine palaeontological features on
site
Determine safe access and egress to and
from site, and alternatives for site access
routes
Soil suitability assessment to determine the
Agricultural potential, future agricultural
development, crop suitability

Proposed Specialist
Marisa Jacoby, Public
Process Consultants

Deborah Vromans
Dr Johan Binneman,
EC Heritage
Consultants
Dr John Almond,
Natura Viva
Engineering Advice
and Services
Dr Freddie Ellis

TECHNICAL TEAM (See Note 1)
Electricity

Civil Engineering Services Water for
domestic consumption

Water Storage dam

Determine and confirm the demand for
electricity on site
Estimate the demand for domestic water
consumption. Estimate effluent discharge
rates and recommendations for the
management thereof. Onsite stormwater
management. Proposed design of internal
road to service the logistical services area.
Estimate the quantity of water to be stored
on site in the new dam, size of the dam and
preferred location

Project Applicant

Jaco Spies, JJ Spies
Consulting Engineers

Project Applicant
through their specialist

The results of the specialist studies and other relevant project information will be integrated into the
Draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report.
Current Stage in the Process
This EIA process is currently at the stage where the Final Scoping Report, including the Plan of
Study for EIA will be submitted to DEDEAT for their decision making. I&APs will be notified in
writing of the submission of the report and the additional 21 day comment period.

Public Process Consultants
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CORRESPONDENCE TO I&APS DURING DRAFT EIA REPORT COMMENT AND
REVIEW PERIOD
Letter 4: Notice of Draft EIA And Draft EMPr Review and Comment Period
PO Box 27688 Greenacres 6057
120 Diaz Road Adcockvale, PE 6001
Phone 041 374 8426 Fax 041 373 2002
Email sandy@publicprocess.co.za
Ck 97/32984/23 VAT 44601 68273

24 November 2016
«Title» «First_Name» «Surname»
«Organisation»
«Address1»
«Address2»
«City»
«Code»
Dear «Title» «Surname»

RE: Notice of Comment Period, Draft Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report and
Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) for the Agricultural Development of a
portion of Portion 343 and Portion 276 of farm Commando Kraal No 113 and Remainder
of the Farm Vellore Outspan No 153, Sundays River Valley Municipality (DEDEAT Ref
No: EC06/C/LN2/M/51-2014).
The applicant, BF Joubert Familie Trust, is proposing to clear approximately 255 ha of vegetation for the
phased establishment of citrus orchards and associated activities on three adjoining properties, which
measure approximately 586,13 hectares in extent, namely:




Portion 343 Commando Kraal No 113 (71.29 ha)
Portion 276 of Farm Commando Kraal No 113 (350.37 ha) and
Remainder of the Farm Vellore Outspan No 153 (164.47 ha)

The proposed agricultural development will include the establishment of approximately 220ha of citrus
orchards and 35ha of associated infrastructure (internal roads, dam and water supply infrastructure, laydown areas and windbreaks) totaling a development area of approximately 255 ha.
As a registered interested and affected party on the database for the above project you are hereby notified
of the release of the Draft EIA Report and EMPr for a 62-day comment period from the 24 November
2016 to 24 January 2017. In terms of Regulation 3 (2) of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014, the period
between 15 December and 5 January must be excluded in the reckoning of days. Therefore, the comment
period has been extended from 40 to 62 days (to 24 January 2017) in order to accommodate the above
regulation.

Availability of Information
In order to assist you with the submission of any comments you may have on the report we have enclosed
with this correspondence an Executive Summary of the Draft EIA Report as well as a comment form. Full
copies of the report can be downloaded from the website www.publicprocess.co.za
All comments on the Draft EIA Report will be considered in preparation of the Final EIA Report for
submission to the Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT)

for decision making. As a registered I&AP on the project database you will be notified in writing of the
submission of the Final EIA Report and Draft EMPr to the authority, and further opportunities for comment.
You are required to submit any comments that you may have on the Draft EIA Report by the 24 January
2017, to the Environmental Assessment Practitioner, contact details above.

Public Process Consultants
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Should you have any comments or queries regarding the above please do not hesitate to contact Sandy
Wren or Marisa Jacoby at the contact details above. We look forward to your participation in this stage of
the process.
Yours sincerely

SANDY WREN
EIA PROJECT LEADER

Public Process Consultants
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Draft EIA Comment Form
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Draft EIA Report Executive Summary
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Proof of Correspondence to I&APs during Draft EIA Report Comment Period

Public Process Consultants

C.16

